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then follows: "Up to this hour He has answered me abun-
dantly . . . grant that this day, I may, by my walk and
conversation, testify Christ to all around me, and that I,
Thy humble servant, may be a living epistle to be read
and known, of all men for Thy Glory." Six o'clock: "On coming
home from business I could not help feeling grateful to
Thee, O my Father, for having sustained me so graciously
throughout this day." An eight o'clock note states that along
with two of his brothers he attended a prayer meeting in
a Baptist Chapel, where his "soul was very much refreshed".
After this meeting he informed "dear Mr. Giles35, the
minister, of his determination to be baptized the following
Sunday. Home again, we find him, with his brothers,
reading and discussing several chapters in St. John's Gospel:
"Truly, there is nothing so comforting and soul-refreshing
as reading the 'Word* after prayer. Blessed be God for having
placed such ample means at our disposal." The closing
entry for the day was made at 12.30 a.m.: "I at last got into
bed in the most happy frame of mind imaginable, happy
that I am able to say with David, at least for one day,
'That I have kept God always before me.' "
Next day, if not a day of ecstasy, was one of peace. Three
entries record his experiences. Before breakfast: "Thanks be
to God for having spared me to see the light of another
day. O Lord grant that it may be spent in Thy service and
for Thy glory." His Bible text reflects again his passion to
help the poor: "The needy shall not always be forgotten."
But the day was not so well started as its predecessor, and
its "joy was less": "In consequence of rising late, I was not
able to devote a proper length of time in prayer to the
Lord, and to this I attribute my want of vigour throughout
the day, for although I was neither miserable nor unhappy,
yet I did not experience that degree of happiness which I
did'yesterday.35 A six o'clock note praising God for "ever-
lasting life", adds: "O Lord! I can never thank Thee enough
for all Thy kindness and mercy to me, who am so unworthy